
Freemasonry and the Occult 
 
Much attention has swirled around Freemasonry in recent years with the release of several new 
books and movies, notably; ―The Divinci Code‖, ―Angels and Demons‖, ―National Treasure I&II‖ as 
well as ―The Lost Symbol‖. These movies and books, although mostly fictitious have created a 
link between Freemasonry and the occult in the minds of many people. The use of symbolism, 
myth and allegory mixed with bits of truth convince the average person that there is something 
mystic, mysterious or even sinister about the fraternity. Should Freemasonry be grouped with the 
occult because it is labeled a fraternity with secrets? 
 
What is the Occult? Webster’s Dictionary defines occult as: 1. of or pertaining to magic, astrology, 
or any system claiming use or knowledge of secret or supernatural powers or agencies. 2. 
beyond the range of ordinary knowledge or understanding; mysterious. 3. secret; disclosed or 
communicated only to the initiated. 4. hidden from view. 5. (in early science) - not apparent on 
mere inspection but discoverable by experimentation. - of a nature not understood, as physical 
qualities. - dealing with such qualities; experimental: occult science. 

 
While researching what occultist believe and what the essence of occultism actually is I came 
across something very interesting, no two people define occultism exactly the same. One 
occultist had this to say on the subject:  
 

Let us consider the phenomena which may justly be described as occult, or 
hidden in their working and nature: ectoplasm; psychometry; clairvoyance in all 
its forms; telepathy; the various forms of divinination, which are far from being 
altogether delusive; mystic experiences; conversion; trance and rapture; 
hypnotism, suggestion and auto-suggestion; the survival of bodily death; and last 
but not least, certain forms of mental disease. All these things are hidden in their 
nature, not amendable to ordinary scientific methods of investigation with 
instruments of precision, and legitimately form the field of investigation of occult 
science.1 

 
This statement includes a wide range of interesting yet uncommon topics. Another occultist, 
Eusebio Urban had this to say on the subject:  
 

―In what, then, does the heaviness of the Occultist's task consist? In the 
immensity of its sweep as well as the infinitude of its detail. Mere sweet and 
delightful longing after God will not of itself accomplish it, nor is progress found in 
aspiring to self-knowledge, even when as a result of that is found partial 
illumination. These are excellent; but we are talking of a problem whose 
implacable front yields to nothing but force, and that force must be directed by 
knowledge. The field is not emotional, for the play of the emotions destroys the 
equilibrium essential to the art. Work done calling for reward avails not unless it 
has produced knowledge.‖2 

 
This statement is very lofty in words but a real meaning to what the actual occult is does not 
necessarily show forth in the explanation given. Looking even further into the occult I found that a 
wide range of topics are included as being a part of the occult, including Freemasonry. Here is 
one list of topics considered to have occult practices: 
 
Alchemy, Animism, Astrology, Automatic speaking (through spirits), Automatic writing (spirit-
guided), Cabalistic knowledge, Calling up the dead, Candomble, Celtics (the religion, not the 
Celtic ―race‖), Channeling, Chaos Magic, Chiromancy, Clairaudience, Clairvoyance, 
Crystalmancy, Demon worship and consultation, Discordianism, Divination, Eckankar, 
Enchantments, Fetishism, Fortune telling, Freemasonry, Glass looking, Gnostic wisdom, 
Hermetic Traditions, Horoscopes, Hydromancy, I Ching, Illuminated organizations, Illuminati, 



Incantations, Kabbalah, Knights Templar, La Regla Lucumi, Lukumi, Lycanthropy, Macumba, 
Magic, magick (magical arts) 
 
The more I read about occultism the more I began to see that anything uncommon, anything 
outside the realm of explanation, anything dealing with the mysteries of life could be considered a 
part of the occult. I attempted to find out what the occult world felt about Freemasonry. I did find 
several references to Freemasonry in occult texts. Here is one example: 
 
 

―While not actually an occult organization, Freemasonry is the most important of 
the fraternal Orders in the Western World, and the source of a very large 
percentage of occult ideas about lodges, degrees, initiations, symbolism and the 
like.‖3 

 
 
 
The interesting thing about the above quote is that it doesn’t necessarily group Freemasonry with 
the occult but points out the influences that Freemasonry has provided to the occult world. So 
why is Freemasonry so often associated with the occult in modern society? It appears that the 
very nature of Freemasonry, the aspect of closed meetings and symbolism are the culprit. Not so 
much for what Freemasonry actually aims to teach but for the idea that what it teaches is only for 
its members, the initiated. The following has been said about the occult and secret knowledge, 
something which in its broadest sense could apply to Freemasonry: 
 
―The word ―occult‖ is generally associated with secret knowledge and practices dealing with the 
supernatural or ―psychic‖ phenomena often for the purpose of obtaining personal power.‖ 
 
In today’s world we know that the science of Chemistry has provided the world with an endless 
number of discoveries and advancements. We understand that chemistry is no more than the 
general science of the composition, properties, and phenomena of elementary substances. This 
definition does not conjure up any thoughts of secrecy, wickedness or the occult. This of course is 
using today’s thoughts on the science of Chemistry. Things were not the same for the mother of 
chemistry, namely Alchemy.  
 
Webster’s dictionary defines alchemy as: the doctrines and processes of early and medieval 
chemists. 
 
It was during the Middle Ages in the atmosphere of ignorance and superstition that Alchemy’s 
achievements began to be attributed to communication with devils and considered highly 
pernicious. The alchemist began to be looked upon as a magician and persecution followed. 
Much of its early history has been forgotten and the science of Chemistry has safely been 
embraced and taught in our schools of learning. 
 
Freemasonry has long been called a science and many authors have presented extensive data 
linking her to the Occult, Ancient Egypt, Alchemy, the Kabbalah, Hermetics and many other 
practices. So, what is Freemasonry? One common and long held definition of Freemasonry is: a 
beautiful system of morality veiled in allegory and illustrated by signs and symbols. Another 
definition for Freemasonry is: an organized society of men symbolically applying the principles of 
Operative masonry and architectures to the science and art of character building; before the 18

th
 

century, Operative Masons worked in freestone; free of Guild’s Laws; free to travel in foreign 
countries.  
 
There’s the culprits again, secrecy and symbols, words always used to tie a practice to the occult. 
I was able to find a few references to the occult from a Masonic point of view. 
 
 



 
―OCCULT SCIENCES - This name is given to the sciences of alchemy, magic, 
and astrology, which existed in the Middle Ages. Many of the speculations of 
these so-called sciences were in the eighteenth century made use of in the 
construction of the higher Degrees. We have even a Hermetic Rite which is — 
based on the dogmas of alchemy.‖4 

 

 
Here is another reference to the occult from a Masonic perspective. 
 

―Various Occult Grades – They were all, as I have said, represented, - Alchemy, 
Astrology, Kabalism, Ceremonial Magic and even Animal Magnetism-all claiming 
on one or another pretext a connection with Masonry. Some of the associations 
were ephemeral, a few only outlived the century of their origin, and of all 
indifferently it will be understood that-although requiring Masonic qualifications 
from their Candidates and possessing a Masonic complexion in their symbols 
and ceremonial procedure-they were more properly institutions arising out of the 
Craft, technically connected but actually independent thereof.‖5 

 
In the most general sense Freemasonry crosses paths with a great number of practices and 
organizations. It is apparent that it even crosses paths with the occult but is it actually an occult 
practice? I guess it all depends upon who is asking the question and who is providing the answer. 
For the open minded, Freemasonry has always held a light of attraction because of its mystical 
and mysterious nature. It could very well be called the philosopher’s think-tank. The all 
inclusiveness of its members which includes all economic, social, racial and religious 
backgrounds embraces the diversity of philosophies contained or discussed within its walls. This 
may not fit well with the uninitiated or those of certain religious view points but for those initiated 
into the Mysteries of Freemasonry the Order would not be the same without it. 
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